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for sale was inspected and stamped by a joint committee
of four cordwainers, two girdlers, and two curriers,1
though only the cordwainers had the right to use the
knife when it was necessary to test a hide by cutting it.2
The searchers could inspect the wares either in the work-
shops, or when exposed for sale, and seize any badly
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made articles. The forfeited goods were either burnt
or given to the poor,3 and the offending craftsman fined,
set in the pillory, or, if an old offender, banished from
the town.4 To facilitate tracing the responsibility for
bad work, weavers, fullers, hatters, metal workers, tile-
makers, and other craftsmen, including bakers, were

1  W. H, Black, Hist, of Leather-sellers' Co., 25.

2  London Letter Booh K, 114.

3  Riley, Mems. of London, 573.

* Coventry Leet Bh. (E.E.T.S.), 638.
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